'1 wasn't aware, and, if I can manage it, you will never do
such a thing again.'
She said more gravely: 'You haven't found time for a talk
with Helen yet, I suppose?'
'No.'
'Do, before you go. I am so anxious you two should be
friends.'
'Your sister and I have always hit it off,' he said negli-
gently. 'But we're drifting away from our business. Let me
begin at the beginning. You know that Evie is going to
marry Percy CahiJL'
'Dolly's uncle.'
'Exactly. The girl's madly in love with him. A very good
sort of fellow, but he demands - and rightly - a suitable pro-
vision with her. And in the second place, you will naturally
understand, there is Charles. Before leaving town, I wrote
Charles a very careful letter. You see, he has an increasing
family and increasing expenses, and the I. and W.A. is
nothing particular just now, though capable of develop-
ment'
* Poor fellow!' murmured Margaret, looking out to sea,
and not understanding,
5 Charles being the elder son, some day Charles will have
Howards End; but I am anxious, in my own happiness, not
to be unjust to others.'
'Of course not/ she began, and then gave a little cry.
'You mean money. How stupid I am! Of course not!'
Oddly enough, he winced a little at the word. 'Yes.
Money, since you put it so frankly. I am determined to be
just to all -just to you, just to them. I am determined that
my children shall have no case against me.'
'Be generous to them,' she said sharply. 'Bother justice!'
*I am determined - and have already written to Charles
to that effect -'
'But how much have you got?*
'What?'
'How much have you a year? I've six hundred/
'My income?'
* Yes. We must begin with how much you have, before we
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